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Lest  I  ever  forget,  I  here  inscribe  that  in  that  perfect  picture  appeared 
a  figure,  a  figure  of  a  man,  yes  a  man  who  looked  -  who  looked  from  his  compartment 
window  into  ours.  These  handsome  Italians  are  desperately  handsome  and  so  indeed 
was  he.  By  eleven  o'clock  we  reached  Venice  and  in  place  of  a  cab  or  omnibus  we 
suddenly  found  ourselves  packed  away  comfortably  in  a  gondola  and  were  rowed 
in  and  out  of  the  most  fascinating  little  canals  directly  to  the  steps  of  our  hotel  - 
Hotel  Regina,  where  our  superfluous  accumulations  of  train  dust  were  removed 
and  we  sat  down  at  11:30  P.M.  to  our  dinner  -  and  enjoyed  it  too. 

Our  room  faces  the  grand  canal  and  here  I  am  seated  on  our  little  balcony 
looking  out  at  innumerable  gondolas  and  their  gondoliers  becomingly  attired  in 
white  with  either  a  red  or  blue  sash  and  arm  band.  It  is  so  cool  and  comfortable 
and  floating  out  across  the  water  comes  the  strains  of  an  Italian  love  song 
feelingly  rendered  by  a  love  sick  swain  of  a  gondolier.  It  is  all  so  picturesque. 

The  men  below  on  the  little  coverless  piazza  effect  are  smoking  their  cigarettes 
and  drinking  their  coffee  and  all  around  is  that  restful  atmosphere  that  seems  always 
to  accompany  the  lapping  of  the  waves  against  the  shore.  But  fancy  right  here  in 
this  artistic  spot  appeared  steam  launches  holding  throngs  of  people,  launches  in 
lieu  of  street  cars  !  Of  course  they  seem  more  practical  but  they  seem  like  blots 
on  this  landscape  and  really  do  mar  the  spirit  of  old  Venice  that  travellers  like  to 
dwell  in  when  here  in  this  quaint  old  city.  It  has  been  a  perfect  day.  This  morning 
we  went  to  Piazza  San  Marco  where  we  saw  St.  Marks  and  the  doves,  the  Doge's 
Palace,  dungeons,  Anvelist  Clock  and  all  the  other  interesting  sights  of  Venice 
there  in  and  near  that  Piazza.  The  shops  are  perfect  bowers  andthe  beauties  of  the 
glass,  lace  and  jewelry  that  tempts  one  on  every  side.  After  lunch  while  prowling 
about  by  myself  I  was  shown  through  the  lace  works  where  girls  are  making  the  most 
beautiful  patterns.  How  I  wished  at  first  sight  for  enough  money  to  buy  some,  then 
after  going  through  and  seeing  the  way  it  ruined  eye  sight  and  one  girl  bent  over 
her  chair  was  weeping  as  though  she  was  in  pain,  I  wished  for  something  higher  and 
better.  I  longed  to  be  able  to  take  them  all  out  and  to  give  them  all  what  I  am 
enjoying  -  one  great  glad  sweet  holiday.  At  three  o'clock  we  all  went  by  way  of 
gondolas  to  the  Lido,  a  bathing  place  on  the  Adriatic  Sea,  an  hour's  ride  by  gondola 
from  here.  There  we  clothed  ourselves  in  the  most  atrocious  bathing  suits  the  human 
eye  ever  witnessed  and  plunged  into  the  surf.  The  water  was  so  warm  that  we  lost 
that  invigorated  sensation  that  one  usually  experiences  upon  leaving  the  surf  along 
the  Jersey  coast.  However  it  was  perfect  while  it  lasted  and  the  joy  of  being  in 
made  me  entirely  forget  the  embarassment  of  the  suit.  This  is  what  the  suit  actually 
looked  like  and  how  could  any  raving  tearing  brute  look  attractive  in 
a  thing  like  that  that  was  really  a  cross  between  pajamas  and  a 
ticking  pillow  slip  ?  There  were  gray  ones  and  blue  ones  and  red  ones 
but  red  ones  we  simply  had  to  take  for  the  woman  threw  herself  into 
an  aweful  fit  when  we  showed  a  preference  for  gray  or  blue  and  so 
rather  than  have  a  death  on  our  hands  we  obediently  accepted  the 
red. 

About  nine  o'clock  we  went  out  in  gondolas  and  were  rowed  over  to  an 
overly  illuminated  gondola  that  contained  some  good  singers.  They 


r7 


